January 18, 2006

Dear Legislators,

As most of North Carolina is aware, The Center for Medicaid and Medicare Services (CMS) has decided to require the elimination of Community Based Service, or CBS, for all people with developmental disabilities from the State Medicaid Plan.  Although the Department of Health and Human Services has stated they are committed to working on alternative services for this special population, it is apparent that it is not a priority to them as they do not have a backup plan once the new changes take affect.  The fact that persons with Developmental Disabilities typically require long term services versus short term for persons with Mental Health and/or Substance Abuse conditions should not have any bearing on the eligibility requirements for the new Community Support Services.   People with Developmental Disabilities deserve every right to receive necessary services in order for them to build academic, social, and life skills.  When given the opportunity, people with developmental disabilities can learn many talents and reflect their capabilities just like the rest of their peers.  But this recent decision from CMS  is now preventing services that ultimately guide this population to prosper in the community.  Eliminating these services will have a huge negative impact on the Developmentally Disabled population.   As a parent of a child with special needs, this is absolutely unacceptable!    

I trust this letter will shed light on this very sensitive topic, and can only hope that you will take into consideration that the people who will be affected are just that, PEOPLE!

Thank you for your time,

Sara Osborne

Gaston County

Parent of a 4 year old with Down Syndrome

